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SENATE—Thursday, July 22, 1999 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable MI-
CHAEL D. CRAPO, a Senator from the 
State of Idaho. 

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John 
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, thank You for this 
moment of quiet in which we can reaf-
firm who we are, whose we are, and 
why we are here. Once again, we com-
mit ourselves to You as the sovereign 
Lord of our lives and of our Nation. Our 
ultimate goal is to please and serve 
You. You have called us to be servant 
leaders who glorify You in seeking to 
know and do Your will in the unfolding 
vision for America. 

We spread out before You the specific 
decisions that must be made today. We 
claim Your presence all through the 
day. Guide the Senators’ thinking and 
their speaking. May their convictions 
be based on undeniable truth which has 
been refined by You. Bless them as 
they work together to find the best so-
lutions for the problems before our Na-
tion. Help them to draw on the super-
natural resources of Your Spirit. Give 
them divine wisdom, penetrating dis-
cernment, and indomitable courage. 

When the day draws to a close, may 
our deepest joy be that we received 
Your best for us and worked together 
for what is best for our Nation. In the 
name of our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

CRAPO) led the Pledge of Allegiance, as 
follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF THE ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. THURMOND).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 22, 1999. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, section 3, of 

the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MICHAEL D. CRAPO, a 
Senator from the State of Idaho, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

STROM THURMOND,
President pro tempore. 

Mr. CRAPO thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Georgia, Mr. 
COVERDELL, is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, 
today the Senate will be in a period of 
morning business until 10:30 a.m. Fol-
lowing morning business, the Senate 
will resume debate on the Commerce- 
State-Justice appropriations bill with 1 
hour of debate on the Gregg amend-
ment regarding the crime reduction 
trust fund. Further amendments to the 
bill will be offered, debated, and voted 
on throughout the day today. There-
fore, Senators should be prepared to 
vote during the day and into the 
evening. The majority leader would 
like to reiterate that there will be no 
break in action on the bill. 

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention.

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. There will now be a period for the 
transaction of morning business not to 
extend beyond the hour of 10:30 a.m. 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 5 minutes each. Under 
the previous order, the Senator from 
Georgia, Mr. COVERDELL, is recognized 
for up to 10 minutes. 

The Senator from Georgia. 
Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, you 

have already enumerated we have now 
entered into a period of morning busi-
ness for up to an hour. I believe I have 
been recognized for up to 10 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. That is correct. 

f 

F–22 FUNDING 

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, the 
F–22 has become a matter of great in-
terest and controversy over the last 
several days because the House Appro-
priations Defense Subcommittee voted 
to bring a pause to the program; it 
took $1.8 billion out of it and redistrib-
uted it to other priorities. The problem 
is, if I might just take a moment to 
characterize it, nobody had any knowl-
edge of the potential of this act—not 
the Defense Department, not the Air 

Force, not the contractors, not any 
parties who have been involved in de-
velopment of the aircraft. 

To step back for a moment, the deci-
sion as to this highly advanced weap-
ons system and the decision to commit 
the Nation to its development is well 
over a decade old. The actual develop-
ment of the aircraft began in 1991. We 
have now as a nation invested $20 bil-
lion in the development of this system; 
two of these unbelievable instruments 
of warfare are being tested in the air, 
and there is movement now to produc-
tion of the first fighters. 

My point is that after responsible 
commitments are made through three 
administrations and we have invested 
everything in its preparation and now 
we are ready to harvest that decision, 
the only words that come to mind are, 
it is bizarre that out of the blue, with 
no hearings, no reflection, this decision 
just drops like a lead brick into the 
middle of all these circumstances. 

I am going to read the letter written 
by Secretary Cohen on July 15 to Con-
gressman BILL YOUNG, chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee. I think it 
begins to encapsulate the shock of 
what has happened. He says: 

I was dismayed to learn about House Ap-
propriations Defense Subcommittee’s mark 
last Monday that cut $1.8 billion in procure-
ment funding for the F–22 aircraft. The De-
partment of Defense cannot accept this deci-
sion. This decision, if enacted, would for all 
practical purposes kill the F–22 program, the 
cornerstone of our nation’s global air power 
in the 21st century. 

For fifty years, every American soldier has 
gone to war confident that the United States 
had air superiority. Canceling the F–22 
means we cannot guarantee air superiority 
in future conflicts. It would also have a sig-
nificant impact on the viability of the Joint 
Strike Fighter Program. The F–22 will en-
able the Joint Strike Fighter to carry out its 
primary strike mission. The Joint Strike 
Fighter was not designed for the air superi-
ority mission, and redesigning it to do so 
will dramatically increase the cost. An up-
graded F–15 will not provide this dominance 
and will cost essentially the same as the F– 
22 program. 

It goes on to say: 
I know the difficult budget environment 

the Congress has to deal with these days. I 
support your efforts to give our nation the 
best possible defense at an affordable cost. 
However, I believe the nation’s defense re-
quires the F–22. The proposed cut jeopardizes 
our future warfighting capability and will 
place our forces at higher risk. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the letter from Secretary 
Cohen be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the letter 
was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
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